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Business Employment Skills Team, Inc.
(Hybrid) Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2025

The Business Employment Skills Team, Inc. Board of Director’s Meeting was called to order at 6:30
p.m. by Co-Chair James Duffy. Roll call was taken.

Name Present Absent Name Present Absent
Daisha Boehm X (Virtual) Keane Hudson X
Gary Camarano X Michael McEmery | X (Virtual)
James Duffy X Kerwin Paris X
Kathy Enbom Wayne Reising X
Chris Flikkema X (Virtual) Jamey Sulser X

PROXIES: Kathy Enbom to Wayne Reising

OTHERS PRESENT: Carrie Folken, Jo Ann Johnson, Jessica Green

Approval of Minutes

Keane Hudson motioned to approve the December 9, 2024 Meetings Minutes. Motion was seconded by
Kerwin Paris. Roll Call vote was taken.

Name Yes No Name Yes No
Daisha Boehm X Keane Hudson X
Gary Camarano X Michael McEmery X
James Duffy X Kerwin Paris X
Kathy Enbom X Wayne Reising X
Chris Flikkema X Jamey Sulser X

Motion carried.

Public Comments

None

Executive Director Report

Carrie informed members that in addition to HR 714 another resolution HR 1446 was presented to the
House Education and Workforce Committee regarding WIOA authorization. This proposed Bill amends
WIOA to identify or develop assessments to measure the prior knowledge, skills, competencies, and
experiences of an individual, and for other purposes. Carrie told members that she listened to the
hearing for the Department of Labor nomination Lori Chavez-DeRemer and noted that WIOA is one of
her priorities. Carrie noted that if WIOA is to be reauthorized, it will more than likely happen this year.



Docusign Envelope ID: B3569A36-861C-475B-BB40-F7A26362AD72

Carrie said that information regarding the Apprenticeship Activities, Program Services and Dashboard
were included with the meeting materials. Carrie noted that a new data system is being developed for
performance measures and the potential for a new funding model based on the “Stronger Workforce for
America” act.

Carrie encouraged members to look at the success stories and recognitions that were included with the
meeting materials.

Gary Camarano distributed an article that he wrote for a magazine Expansion Solution. Gary informed

members that this broadband initiative includes Whiteside County, JoCarroll Energy, Morrison Institute
of Technology, BEST, Sauk Valley Community College and Whiteside Area Career Center in addition

to some other partners. This project, Gary said, results in 7000 customers connected to Fiber by March
7. Gary thanked Dianna Schuler for her efforts with the project.

Finance Director Report

Jessica reported that the PY 24 WIOA, Apprenticeship Expansion, Supplemental State Funding and
Trade Adjustment Assistance update was included with the meeting materials. She said that everything
IS moving as expected.

Approval of the Fiscal Reports

Kerwin Paris motioned to approve the Fiscal Reports ending December 31, 2024. Motion was seconded
by Gary Camarano. Roll Call vote was taken.

Name Yes No Name Yes No
Daisha Boehm X Keane Hudson X
Gary Camarano X Michael McEmery X
James Duffy X Kerwin Paris X
Kathy Enbom X Wayne Reising X
X X

Chris Flikkema
Motion carried.

Jamey Sulser

Business Meeting

None

Other Business

Jim informed members that the next meeting of the BEST Board of Directors is April 28, 2025 at 5:30
p.m. Carrie noted that the HR Committee will be meeting prior to the BEST Board of Directors
Meeting.
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Adjournment

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until April 28, 2025. Meeting
adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

Jo Ann Johnson

Approved by:

Signed by:

)amu? Sulser

314D95D7E41B49C...

Jamey Sulser
Secretary
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